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Agenda:

• Ideas Factory: Creative thinking group tasks –

25 mins

• One-word Sketchbook – 5 mins

• 5Rs: 3 Week Project Cycle -10 mins, Name Drop & 

Deep Dive - CPFM Sheet - Connecting the Dots -

Art Critic

• Pupils’ work: Creative Momentum - 10 mins

• Questions

Introduction and Agenda
to explore – to question – to 
make

‘The real voyage of discovery 

consists not in seeking new 

landscapes, but in having new 

eyes.’

Marcel Proust



Ideas Factory
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Ideas Factory 
Developing your Ideas

3 ways to develop your ideas or a starting point for a 

project and research

• Think before you look – The Blindfold Discussion

• Search for an original  

• Contextualise
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Think before you look
The blindfold discussion

Define the topic for discussion – Pick a Building

Consider the following questions:

• What do you know about the subject?

• What have you experienced or come across that is 

related to the subject?

• What visual images or associations does the subject 

conjure?

* It is important here (hence the blindfolded 

discussion) not to use the internet or any 

reference book.



6© Pearson Education 2023

Think before you look
The blindfold discussion

Reflect upon the discussion:

• What did you find out that you didn’t already know?

• What did you hear that you would like to learn more 

about?

• Could any of the visual associations be interesting 

starting points?

* It is important here (hence the blindfolded 

discussion) not to use the internet or any 

reference book. 
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Search for an original

• Do not use an internet search engine 

• Do not use a library or access books/printed 
materials 

• Have a conversation with people in person, on 
the telephone or via email, text or social media.

• Source all imagery and information via your 
network of contacts.

Task 1: Select 1 of the images below

1. Mind map initial thoughts about the 

image.

2. What do you think it is?

3. Where do you think it could be found?

4. Does it remind you of any specific 

memories or associations?
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Task 2: Expand your understanding

• Think about who could help you develop 

your understanding of the image. 

• Discuss with 3 people capable of 

providing information, interpretation and 

insight. You can do this in person, over 

the phone, via email or social media. 

• Go back to Task 1 and ask them the 

same questions as above.

Task 3: Find a new image

• With the information you have found 

select a new image. Can you ask one of 

your friends or contacts?

• Do not use an internet search engine 

• Do not use a library or access 
books/printed materials 

• Have a conversation with people in 
person, on the telephone or via email, 
text or social media.

• Source all imagery and information via 
your network of contacts.

Search for an original
Task 1: Select 1 of the images 

below:

1. Mind map initial thoughts about 

the image.

2. What do you think it is?

3. Where do you think it could be 

found?

4. Does it remind you of any 

specific memories or 

associations?
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Search of an original – Line of enquiry  

• Spoke to/messages partner’s brother, 

who is Anatomist. 

• He sent me a picture of a 3D printed 

space of the inside of one the hearts 

chambers.

• The texture remind me of the texture 

of a peach stone.

• Then I went on to look for more 

similarities between nature and the 

human body. 

• Led me to Da Vinci’s research on the 

movement of water (vorticities) and 

his comparison to how blood moves 

round the heart and his anatomical 

drawings of the heart and valves. 
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So far you have only worked with what 
you know or have direct access to. Now it 
is time for you to make sure you know the 
context of your ideas/work and where 
they sit within the history of art and 
design. 

You could:
• Visit museums and galleries. 
• Visit the library or a bookshop. 
• Use the internet (particularly specific 

portals of accurate scholarly 
information, Jstor, GoogleScholar etc.

Developing a line of 

enquiry.

ContextualiseContextualise



One-word sketchbook
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Mini A6 Sketchbook

Task: Respond in as 

many ways you can to 

one word. In this 

sketchbook the word 

Bricks 

1 One Word Mini-Sketchbook – ‘Bricks’ 



5Rs – 3 Week Project 
Cycle
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• Name Drop 

• Deep Dive 

• CPFM Sheet 

Content -

Process Form -

Mood• 1-to-1 Tutorials

• Group Crit  

• Art Critic Sheet  

• Photoshoot Plans

• Artists’ Transcriptions

• Working in the style of   

• Connecting the Dots

• Personal experiment 

• Outcomes 

3-Week Project Cycle – 5Rs 
• Ideas factory task

• 1 word sketchbook    
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Name Drop & Deep Dive – Research  
To provide context 

Name Drop : Make small 
but significant references to 
photographers / artists that 
add context to your work.

Deep Dive : In-depth 
research into 1 
photographer/artist that will 
help you with developing 
your own shoots – or work 
through meaning or 
techniques.
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CPFM Help sheet – Research 
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A level Fine Art

Pupil’s 

Sketchbook 

page 

Connecting the Dots – Reflect
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A level Fine Art

Pupil’s 
Sketchbook 
page 

Connecting the Dots – Reflect
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Artist: …………………………...............

Critic: ……………………………………...

Something I like about your sculpture is:

A suggestion I have for your sculpture is:

Another thing I like about your sculpture is:

Something I like about your sculpture is:

A suggestion I have for your sculpture is:

Another thing I like 

about your sculpture is:

Artist: …………………….

Critic: …………………….

Group Crit or Peer Assessment Sheet –
Reflect
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A level Fine Art Exam 

Project

Exploring:

• Sculpture

• Installation

• Film  

5Rs – 3-week cycle – Project Momentum & 
Development 
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Key Points 

- Exploring ideas by 

using Photoshop to 

play with scale and 

sculptural qualities of 

pattern work.

- Recording and

developing project by 

leaning into 

photographic 

techniques to 

document sculptural 

installations/ 

experiments. This 

enabled him to make 

key developments in 

the presentation of his 

sculptural findings. 

5Rs – 3-week cycle – Project Momentum & 
Development 
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Use of digital tools to ‘Develop – Explore – Record – Present’ 

Key Points

- Experimenting with a 

range of materials and 

media from drawing, 

painting, art installation, 

photography & film. 

- Presenting his final 

sculptural outcomes in 

photographic and film form. 

This enabled the student to 

experiment with and 

develop the meaning and 

visual aesthetic of his 

work, aided by simple 

video editing software 

(such as iMovie) and his 

SLR camera.

5Rs – 3-week cycle – Project Momentum & 
Development 
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Development of Final 
Sculpture/Installation into 
Film 

5Rs – 3-week cycle – Project Momentum & 
Development 
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1st Shoot 

Pupil’s A level 
Photography 
Work 

Exploring 
Colour & 
Composition 

Final Shoot 

5Rs – 3 Week cycle – Project Momentum & 
Development 
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Development of project through photoshoots

Pupils A level Photography Work

5Rs – 3 Week cycle – Project Momentum & 
Development 
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Pupil’s A level Photography Work

Development of project through photoshoots

5Rs – 3 Week cycle – Project Momentum & 
Development 
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Final Shoot 

Pupil’s A level 
Photography Work



Questions



"Mistakes are the 
portals of 

discovery." 

James Joyce
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Find out more

For more courses see our Pearson Professional Development Academy.

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/
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